Running head: DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, CRIME, AND THEORY
5
DEVIANT BEHAVIOR, CRIME, AND THEORY




Deviant Behavior, Crime, and Theory
Student’s Name
Institution Affiliation
Instructor’s Name
Course Title
Date








Crime is an act that is forbidden by the law and has a consequence of punishment by fine or imprisonment. Common examples of crime are robbery, murder, or rape. However, to understand crime, it is important to focus on all criminal behaviors' important attributes. Criminality is a personality profile that is often the major cause of all forms of crimes. Criminality is associated with low self-esteem, self-centeredness. It also does not show concern for others' needs or suffering. Individuals who are impulsive find criminality attractive to them because it provides gratification immediately using easy strategies.
There are various notable differences between deviance and criminality. Deviance is a violation of the social norms, while criminality violates land laws (McCaghy et al., 2016). The agents of control in the case of deviance result from God's fear and societal pressure, whereas in crimes, it's mainly the judiciary and the police. The government has the power to deal with crime, whereas society cannot deal with deviance. Crime is always considered criminal, unlike deviance, which sometimes cannot be unlawful. Behaviors have changed over time; thus, those who were crimes earlier are now deviant behaviors.
The classical school of criminology believes that crime prevention measures are a justified means of due process before any punishment administration. This school of thought also suggests that criminals take part in crime for pleasure or pain hence having the human disposition of committing a crime. On the other hand, criminology's neoclassical school focuses on positivism, individuals' legal or rights, due process, and alternatives present for the sentencing. The thinkers of this school of thought focused mainly on the nature of crimes committed and not the individuals; thus, they ended up relying on scientific proofs.

Deterrence theory explains how criminal laws pass to discourage criminals from engaging in criminal activities again and members of society from engaging in such crimes through punishments that are well defined (Tomlinson, 2016). The discouragement is one of the objectives of the criminal law. According to this theory, a criminal justice system's success is whereby there is a guarantee that those individuals breaking the law would be punished and convicted, and nobody would gain anything from wrongdoing. Nevertheless, no matter the law enforcement resources put in place, it is unrealistic to achieve this goal.
Punishment entails various characteristics for it to be effective. There are different kinds of penalties for multiple offenses. First, punishment should be oppressive and should be able to condemn the person who committed the crime. Secondly, sentences must follow the legal rules of a specific country. In every country, a legal entity mandate is to set the standards that help establish the measure of punishment. Lastly, discipline is one of the consequences of wrongdoing. The regulation will help make sure the criminal reduces his or her criminal behavior due to punishment.

The four victimization theories include the victim precipitation theory views criminals' victimization as something they initiated themselves either actively or passively, leading to injury or death of the offender. The lifestyle theory argues that criminal individuals target society based on their life choices, which expose them as criminals or engaged situations. Deviant place theory explains that once an individual is exposed greatly to dangerous places, they are likely to become a crime victim. Routine activity theory focuses on set situations that explain an individual’s routine, telling the victimization rate (Bernburg, 2019).
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to my, the best way to mitigate crime is through the criminal justice system because it comprises major institutions that can process a case from trial until the administration of punishment. Such protection balances the essential entities for the system of criminal justice to investigate the offenders and prosecute the accused while at the same time bearing fundamental rights. However, is one is convicted, and his or her charges merit jail term, they proceed for punishment in the corrections system. Corrections system usually involves probation and incarceration, or sometimes it may include both of them.
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